
All Norwegian hospitals must submit data to the Norwegian Surveillance System for Antibiotic Consumption and Healthcare-Associated Infections (NOIS) regarding surgical site infections following coronary artery bypass graft, caesarean section, hip arthroplasty, cholecystectomy and colonic surgery. The purpose of our study was to identify the proportion of patients undergoing surgery in 2016 who developed a surgical site infection, and the consequences in the form of prolonged postoperative hospitalisation, readmission or revision surgery. All patients who underwent one of the five surgical procedures registered in NOIS in 2016 were included and followed up for 30 days after the surgery. The criteria set out by the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control were used to define infections. From among the 31 401 patients included, a total of 1 225 surgical site infections were recorded. The incidence was highest following colonic surgery (10.9 %) and lowest following total hip arthroplasty (1.8 %). Median postoperative length of hospitalisation was three days for those with no infection, and six days for the 544 patients with a deep infection or an infection in an organ or cavity. The infections resulted in the need for revision surgery in 308 patients and readmission for 323 patients. A total of 3.9 % of patients registered with a surgical procedure included in NOIS developed a surgical site infection. Consequences such as increased hospitalisation time, and more readmissions as well as revision procedures serve to highlight the importance of preventing such infections.